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‘EXCITING, REWARDING AND
UTTERLY EXHAUSTING’

THE NUMBERS TELL A DIFFERENT
STORY ABOUT OLE MISS OFFENSE

These are the words that novelist Stephen
Markley used to describe the book
tour for his first novel, “Ohio,” which
includes a stop at Square Books tonight.

The Ole Miss offense has been
unstoppable at times.
However, the story behind the
stats may come as a surprise.

SEE PAGE 5

SEE PAGE 8

Ole Miss student arrested for hit-and-run on campus Police
STAFF REPORT

A University of Mississippi
freshman has been arrested
in relation to an on-campus
hit-and-run incident reported
early Saturday morning that
severely injured another
student.
John Walsten, an 18-yearold freshman from Metairie,
Louisiana, turned himself in
to university police officials on
Monday, according to a news
release from the university.
He is charged with leaving
the scene of an accident
with injuries. A judge at the

PHOTO COURTESY: LAFAYETTTE COUNTY
DETENTION CENTER

Ole Miss student John Walsten has
been charged with leaving the scene of
an accident with injuries in relation to a
hit-and-run on campus early Saturday
morning.

Lafayette County Justice
Court set Walsten’s bond at
$15,000 during an initial
appearance, the release said.
The student victim, a
female freshman at Ole
Miss, is in stable condition
at Regional One Health
in Memphis, hospital
administration said Tuesday
afternoon.
Hope Herndon, a student
and friend of the victim, said
the victim’s family is with her
in the hospital and is hopeful
for a full recovery.

“She’s strong,” Herndon
said. “A lot of people will be
supporting her.”
The victim was struck by
a red 2011 Chevy Silverado
while crossing the road near
the intersection of Northgate
Drive and Sorority Row
around 2 a.m. on Saturday.
The victim was found a short
time later and transported
to the hospital, where she is
still being treated for “severe
injuries,” according to the

SEE ARREST PAGE 3

SEE HOMECOMING PAGE 4

SEE ASSAULTS PAGE 3

Hallie Gillam celebrates with friends after her Homecoming Queen win on Tuesday night. She ran uncontested for the position.
THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM

Ole Miss’ 2018 Homecoming
Queen and campus favorites
were announced Tuesday
night, as well as the freshman,
sophomore, junior and senior
maids. The elections for Mr.
and Miss Ole Miss will be
decided in a runoff election this
Thursday.
Jessica Tran and Jessi
Lockett will compete in the
runoff for Miss Ole Miss,
while Chauncey Mullins and

called “the most stressful 10
minutes of my life,” Fiala at last
moved to disclose the names
of the candidates who will
be competing in the runoffs
for Mr. and Miss Ole Miss,
which will be conducted this
Thursday.
Competing in the runoff
for Miss Ole Miss are Jessi
Lockett, a biology major and
orientation leader, and Jessica
Tran, a biochemistry major and
president of UM Active Minds.
“I am so excited,” said Tran,
who received 46.86 percent of
the vote for Miss Ole Miss.

DMEDITOR@GMAIL.COM

“I looked around, and
it wasn’t even the race or
the campaign … I was so
overwhelmed by the people
who came out for me,” Tran
said. “It feels like a dream to be
in this place and surrounded
by so much love. I just started
crying — it was so incredible.”
Lockett, who received 25.54
percent of the vote, said this
campaign has made her even
more passionate about the
platform with which she began
her campaign.

Runoffs announced for Mr. and Miss Ole Miss

Mikhail Love will face one
another in the runoff for Mr.
Ole Miss. Hallie Gillam was
elected Homecoming Queen in
Tuesday’s vote.
Before Attorney General
Austin Fiala read aloud the
winners of each election, he
announced that Mr. and Miss
Ole Miss will both be going to
runoffs this year, leaving the
seven candidates vying for
those positions in suspense
while he read off the winners of
other contests.
Finally, after what Mr. Ole
Miss hopeful Mikhail Love

SLADE RAND

Fights at The Lyric Oxford and
other bars in town drew police
attention this past weekend, and
Oxford Police Department is still
investigating an incident that
occurred at The Annex Oxford
that left a Holmes Community
College student in “serious
condition.”
“Everybody had issues
(Saturday) night. Every club,
I think, had fights in it — it
wasn’t just one area,” Oxford
Police Chief Joey East said.
OPD made 40 arrests for
public intoxication throughout
the weekend, five of which were
accompanied by simple assault
charges. A handful of OPD’s
arrests were made on Van
Buren Avenue between South
10th and South 11th Streets,
according to East.
Around 11:30 p.m. Saturday
night, Oxford police responded
to a crowd of people fleeing The
Lyric Oxford after a fight broke
out among attendees of a party
that Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity
hosted at the venue. East said
partygoers initially reported
shots fired inside of The Lyric,
and officers entered the venue
expecting to confront a shooter.
Though these reports were
false, officers then assisted The
Lyric’s security staff in clearing
the venue.
“No arrests were made inside
The Lyric,” East said. “There
were several arrests made
outside, but I couldn’t (say) if any
of (those arrested) were visiting
The Lyric or (were) in The Lyric
that night.”
The Lyric’s general manager,
Lindsay Dillon-Maginnis, was on
duty at the venue Saturday night
and said she shut down the party

Hallie Gillam named Homecoming Queen

LENNIS BARLOW

respond to
multiple
weekend
assaults

PHOTO: MEGAN SUTTLES
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If you want a sticker, take
a walk down Business Row —
especially if it’s your fastest
route to class — because I
guess it will leave you with
no other choice. Either way,
you won’t make it off campus
without at least 50 of them
being thrown at you every
day. It seems that some
people gratefully accept them.
I’ve seen many people walking
around like five-star generals,
including many who — given
their enthusiasm about
giving me a sticker — are
campaigning for their friends.
But I cannot help but wonder
whether their allegiances
actually lie with the name
on the sticker in their

outstretched hands or whether
they are just much more fond
of stickers than I.
What are the values
displayed by this style of
campaigning? I feel as though
the types of relationships
given value here are best
described as a wide and
shallow pool. The more people
you cursorily know — the
more people you can hand out
stickers to, to try to get them
to vote — the better. The more
people you can get to give an
endorsement for someone
they know via exposure to
sticky pieces of plastic and
big signs to other people they
know — even better.
I like giving the benefit of
the doubt. I want to think
that these ticket-givers are
extroverts who are devoted
to their friends and that this
devotion is the only part of
the whole personality election
process that is taken this
seriously. If you question
the degree of seriousness to
which this devotion is taken,
let me ask you: Would you
stand out in Mississippi
heat to hand out stickers to
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strangers, most of whom will
either blow you off or just
refuse or forget to vote? I
know I wouldn’t.
This is coming across as
though I’m against fun or
school events — I’m not.
I enjoy football games,
and I really don’t mind
the signs and the energy
on Business Row. It gives
the whole place a nice air
of commotion, which is
great for people-watching.
However, my problem with
the campaigning is the
fakeness of it all. When was
the last time your orientation
leader talked to you? When
was the last time anyone said
anything in your freshman
GroupMe that you forgot you
were still in? I bet it was this
past week. Remember her
from summer college? Well,
here she is right now, stickers
in hand, smiling at you from
the other side of the street
like a Siren just begging you
to take a sticker.
Campaigners with big,
bright smiles, speaking only
in imperatives, familiar
greetings and “Don’t worry,

The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays in print during the academic year, on
days when classes are scheduled. New content is published
online seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students
should include grade classification and major; letters from
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or
department where the person is employed.

I’ll send the links,” abound.
Sure, maybe voting takes
about 30 seconds. Maybe I
don’t even have to vote — I
just have to say I will. Maybe
I can keep throwing stickers
away or just plain refusing
them. Maybe I genuinely like
some of the people running
and think they deserve it and
want them to win. All of this
could be true, but at the end
of the day, I really just don’t
want a sticker. They just
really want to give me one.
Logan Scott is a freshman
majoring in film production
from Madison.

CORRECTION
Frances Fortner died
in her vehicle after
hitting an uncovered
manhole, not an
unrepaired pothole.
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ARREST

continued from page 1

university’s Saturday press
release.
Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs Brandi Hephner

LaBanc said the Division of
Student Affairs, UPD, the
Office of Leadership and
Advocacy and the Counseling
Center collaborate when a
crisis happens on campus.
In this case, UPD responded
to the scene, addressed the
incident and cared for the

victim. Typically, the Division
of Student Affairs then
reaches out to let the victim’s
family know that it is there
to support both them and
the student. After that, the
student affairs office reaches
out to others who have been
impacted, such as friends and

roommates of the victim.
Hephner LaBanc said that
though each case varies,
efforts are made to reach out
to the family of a victim as
soon as possible — whether
that’s in the middle of the
night or the next morning.
“We want families and

ASSAULTS

continued from page 1
immediately after the fight broke
out. She said the incident began
as one altercation and that she
then saw it grow to “maybe five
fights, simultaneously.”
“When the fight happened, we
flipped the lights on and ended
the party,” Dillon-Maginnis said.
“The situation unfolded as people
panicked — because it was a large
fight — and … used all of our exits,
which frightened people.”
She said The Lyric has a “zerotolerance fighting policy” and that
the fraternity will not be allowed
to book any more events at The
Lyric for the next calendar year.
The Lyric met with the fraternity
members multiple times before
the party and employed 20
security guards, who arrived
before doors opened to check
bags and “wand” patrons upon
entry. Dillon-Maginnis said no
security guards were injured as
they helped subdue the fight.
“Long term, I don’t know what
the answer is,” Dillon-Maginnis
said. “I think this is a systemic
problem with Oxford, not just
The Lyric. But for this football
season, we are done with gameday parties.”
The Lyric will not host any
more parties on game days this
fall, and Dillon-Maginnis said
the venue plans to re-evaluate
its security measures to prevent
future incidents like the one on
Saturday night.
Almost an hour after OPD
officers and horses began
clearing the streets outside of The
Lyric, another group of officers
responded to a report of a fight
inside The Annex Oxford, a bar
on the corner of Jackson Avenue

Justin
Boyd

PHOTO: HALEIGH MCNABB

Crowds gather on the Square on Saturday night after Ole Miss’ loss to Alabama.
East and South 10th Street. OPD
Captain Hildon Sessums said bar
security flagged down officers at
their post on the Square at 12:11
a.m. Sunday to assist with a fight
that had just broken out. Officers
then entered the crowded bar
and began clearing patrons from
the scene.
“When officers went in, there
was a male unconscious on the
floor,” Sessums said.
Sessums said the victim was
tended to by an Oxford Fire
Department medical team
stationed on the Square before
EMS transportation arrived. The
male victim was taken to Baptist
Memorial Hospital before being
transported to Regional One
Health in Memphis where he
remains in a “serious condition.”
“(EMS) arrived shortly after
(the incident),” Sessums said.
“Our transport time has them on
the scene at 12:26 a.m. Sunday.”
Sessums said OPD made
contact with the victim’s father

after identifying him and that
there have been no arrests made
in this ongoing investigation. The
victim is a student at Holmes
Community College.
Oxford police fielded seven
reports of simple assault and 33
reports of disturbing the peace
this past weekend as well as
making five arrests for simple

assault and public intoxication.
These reports came from all
across town through Sept. 14-16,
but East said his officers stationed
on the Square were especially
busy this weekend.
He estimated 10,000 people
crowded the Square on Saturday
night, following the home football
game versus Alabama. According

students to know (that) the
university is here for them,”
Hephner LaBanc said.
UPD is continuing to
investigate the incident.
Anyone with information is
asked to call the UM Police
Department at 662-915-7234.

to East, OPD’s Square detail was
outfitted with approximately 20
officers and six horses to handle
the crowd.
“When we have that many
people, I wish we had 140 cops we
could put out there,” East said.
East said OPD expects to
make between 75 and 90 arrests
during a home football weekend.
According to East, what was
unusual about this weekend
was a report of shots fired near
Hathorn Road. He said OPD’s
regular patrol unit responded to
a report of shots fired just before
8 p.m. Saturday.
“They responded immediately.
They took over the scene, got
with UPD and got a RebAlert
out,” East said. “We were there
within minutes.”
Sessums said OPD has not
made any arrests in that ongoing
investigation, but officers have
uncovered a few leads and believe
they have identified a suspect’s
name. The Daily Mississippian
will continue to report on these
developing stories.
“You learn something every
time you have mass crowds
like that — they’re just so
unpredictable,” East said.

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am

CONGRATULATIONS

to Alabama Ticket Winners

29560

Taishaiana
Lover

Win Ole Miss Football Tickets
Two people can win a pair of tickets
to see the Rebels take on Kent State Sept. 22.
Go to Campus Creek and Salsarita’s
to enter for your chance to win.
One winner will be chosen from each location.

101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980

1801 W. Jackson Ave., 662.638.0595

One entry per person. Employees of the Student Media Center and their immediate families are not eligible for contest. Winner’s photo will be used in promotional materials.

Winner will be
announced on
Rebel Radio
Thursday,
September 20

29508
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HOMECOMING

continued from page 1
“Ole Miss really is a family,”
Lockett said. “I have seen my
friends really believe in me. But
even more impactful, I have
seen so much family (among)
candidates running for election
on Business Row. We hand out
opposing candidates’ stickers, and
we all still support and love one
another.”
Continuing the race for Mr. Ole
Miss are Chauncey Mullins and
Mikhail Love, both of whom are
public policy leadership majors.
Mullins, a community college
transfer student who entered
Ole Miss as a junior, won the
plurality of the vote, receiving
36.12 percent. Speaking about
his outlook for the next two
days of campaigning, Mullins
said, “We are just going to keep
working hard.”
“We knew we were the
underdog when we entered the
race, and we knew we would just
have to work that much harder,”
Mullins said. “Ole Miss is my
dream school. I love these people,
and I love this place.”
As for Love, who spoke about
his campaign amid screams of
excitement, the race for Mr.
Ole Miss is one of personal
meaningfulness. In a recently
released campaign video, Love
said, “I never thought that
this place would have such an
impact on me.”
“How I perceive the world and

T

T

how I perceive people and how I
perceive life, in itself … It’s that
friendly face you see on your
way to class,” Love said. “It’s that
sense of belonging and that sense
of unity that you have as a student
body that makes this place like
nowhere else on Earth.”
Taking the title of Homecoming
Queen is Hallie Gillam, a public
policy leadership major, who ran
unopposed.
“I am just so excited and
humbled by this experience,”

Gillam said.
On the dynamics of running a
campaign without an opponent,
Gillam said, “I still wanted to run
a campaign that would let people
know who I am. I wanted to give
people something to hold on to —
something that sticks with them
when they are voting.”
Freshman Maid was awarded
to Alea Jones. Sophomore Maid
was awarded to Gianna Schuetz.
Junior Maid was awarded to
Sloane Reid. Senior Maid was

TOP LEFT: Mikhail Love moves on to the runoff election for Mr. Ole Miss on Tuesday night. TOP RIGHT: Chauncey Mullins celebrates his advancement to the runoff
election for Mr. Ole Miss. BOTTOM LEFT: Jessi Lockett celebrates Tuesday night after
moving on to a runoff election for the position of Miss Ole Miss. BOTTOM RIGHT:
Jessica Tran celebrates following the announcement that she will advance to a runoff
election.

awarded to MaryScott Polk.
“We had 5,109 votes, and so
that’s a very good voter turnout,”
Fiala said.
In a Twitter poll recently
posted on Monday by The Daily
Mississippian asking, “Will
you be voting in the Ole Miss
personality elections tomorrow?”
32 percent voted yes and 68
percent voted no.
Each of these 5,109 votes were
garnered under more campaign

provisions than have been seen in
any previous Ole Miss campaign
season. New regulations on social
media campaigning were enacted
this year, according to Fiala.
“This year we looked to make a
very detailed copy of social media
regulations in this election,” Fiala
said. “From the feedback we’ve
already had, it was a rocky start,
but it allowed candidates to be
accountable and transparent.”

29594
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Author reckons with American problems in first novel

TRENTON SCAIFE

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

A first-time novelist but veteran
writer, Stephen Markley will
discuss his debut novel, “Ohio,” at
5 p.m. Wednesday at Off Square
Books.
“Ohio” is a murder mystery
that follows four protagonists as
they converge upon New Canaan,
Ohio, carrying pieces of the story
with them. Its themes tread
heavily in the problems America
ran into in the early 2000s and
continues to wrestle with today:
political gridlock, economic
turmoil and an opioid epidemic.
“I’m of a generation that has
seen some spectacular changes,
events and institutional failures,
from 9/11 to the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to the Great
Recession to the opioid crisis,”
Markley said. “All of that is
packed into the narrative.”
“Ohio” is Markley’s third book.
After a career in screenwriting,
Markley published two memoirs:
“Publish This Book: The
Unbelievable True Story of How
I Wrote, Sold and Published This
Very Book” and “Tales of Iceland:
Running with the Huldufolk in
the Permanent Daylight.”
Taking a step away from
his autobiographical stories,
Markley said “Ohio” focuses

-

PHOTO COURTESY: SIMON AND SCHUSTER

on wider experiences that are
distributed among several
characters, with pieces of
himself sprinkled throughout.
“(‘Ohio’) was a combination of
things,” Markley said. “But it’s
also a personal story. There is no
character based on anyone real,

but I wanted those characters to
feel like people we all know.”
Markley took a little over three
years to complete his novel, and
it all began in June 2015, when
Markley met with his soon-to-be
agent, Susan Golomb.
“When I met (Markley),

(‘Ohio’) had an entirely different
title and was twice as long,”
Golomb said. “I knew it was really
good, but in order for me to sell
it and (for) it to be published, it
needed to be edited.”
From there, the manuscript
would become one of just 10
approved for publication out of
the over 14,000 manuscripts
Golomb sees each year.
“It’s always hard because a
publisher is taking a risk on
someone who is not known, so it’s
not like somebody publishing the
next Stephen King book,” Golomb
said. “It’s somebody nobody’s
ever heard of, so the book has to
be very good and very original
and be well-written and have a
page turning quality to it.”
Half a book’s worth of plotlines
and characters were first
dropped to streamline the story
before Golomb applied the final
editorial touches and passed the
manuscript on to the publisher,
Simon & Schuster.
“It really takes a lot of effort
from a lot of people,” Golomb
said.
In the few weeks since the
release of “Ohio,” it has generated
positive feedback from readers
and critics and is already in its
third printing.
Markley and his novel
fell within the radar of Cody

Morrison, a manager at Square
Books, when a personal letter
singing the book’s praises that
was attached to a review copy
arrived at the store. Carry
Weinstein, Markley’s editor and
Morrison’s friend, had sent the
letter, which urged Morrison to
read through.
This personal recommendation
made the book stick out to
Morrison, who said Square
Books hosts over 150 author
events per year.
“So many of (the books) look so
good,” Morrison said. “But when
somebody writes you a personal
note saying, ‘Hey, I think you
should check this out,’ it’s always
something you want to get on.”
Well into his tour, Markley
has described it as “exciting,
rewarding and utterly
exhausting,” as he bounces
from one side of the country to
the other. He was in Portland,
Oregon, two days before arriving
in Oxford.
Once the event is over, Markley
will have just a few hours before
he heads toward the Memphis
International Airport for the next
leg of his tour in Atlanta.
“Hopefully I can get (a) beer or
two in somewhere,” Markley said.
“One thing about a book tour is
(that) it’s an interesting, frenetic
way to see the country.”

With football season in full swing, it only feels appropriate to
make a football-themed playlist. Whether you’re a fan of NCAA
or NFL games, any football fan is sure to find some enjoyment
in these classic songs. All of these songs are either about the
game or associated with football in some way.

PLAYLIST OF THE WEEK:

NEW BEGINNINGS
ADAM DUNNELLS

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

PHOTO COURTESY:
GENIUS

A play on the famous Wiz Khalifa song
“Black and Yellow,” “Green & Yellow” was
a song written for the Green Bay Packers.
Interestingly enough, when the Packers and
the Steelers played each other after this song
was written, the Steelers used “Black and
Yellow” as their song and the Packers used this
song.
Perhaps the most famous football song
of the modern day, Kenny Chesney’s classic
football ode finds a way to perfectly capture
the romantic ideals of football that are felt
during every game.

PHOTO COURTESY:
ITUNES

NOW HIRING
ASSISTANT EDITORS FOR
THE 2018-2019 STAFF

For more information email dmeditor@gmail.com

POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN:

ASSISTANT ARTS
AND CULTURE

ASSISTANT PHOTO/
MULTIMEDIA

ASSISTANT
ONLINE

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT THEDMONLINE.COM/APPLY
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Landshark defense still hoping to turn things around
COOPER RUWE

THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

After allowing 62 points
against defending national
champion Alabama on
Saturday, the Ole Miss defense
is looking to change its course
for the remainder of the season.
Though Saturday’s matchup
was a blowout, there are a
few takeaways that the Rebel
defense could potentially use as
building blocks, going forward.
Foremost, the Rebel defense
allowed a mere six points in
the entirety of the second
half. (The Tide’s remaining
seven points in the half came
from a Jordan Ta’amu picksix.) Though it is certain that
Saban’s crew stepped off the
gas in the second frame, it is
still encouraging to see such
a successful period for the
defense — especially following
a first half in which it gave up
seven touchdowns.
“What I was proud of more

than anything is that they kept
fighting and that they keep
trying to get better,” defensive

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

ACROSS
1 Put ___ on (limit)
5 Pertaining to Benedict
XVI
10 Killer whale
14 Mob boss
15 “Die Fledermaus”
maid
16 Ship’s backbone
17 A good one gets you
there in a hurry
18 Philosopher
Kierkegaard
19 Yours, in Tours
20 Peculiarity
23 Cinco de Mayo, e.g.
24 “The Clan of the Cave
Bear” author
25 Disney honcho
29 Cream cake
31 Big bang cause
32 ___ de cologne
33 Foreordain
37 Meat-grading org.
40 Gardner of films
41 Toward the mouth
42 Distinguish
47 ___ Angeles
48 Suffix with glob
49 One who grinds
grains
53 Goddess of wisdom
55 ___ Crunch

participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to

57 The Altar
58 Overwhelming
amazement
61 Isn’t wrong?
64 Smelling ___
65 Not base
66 Dagger
67 Great Lakes
tribesmen
68 ___ Bell
69 Boundary, WWE
wrestler
70 Gaze fixedly
71 Close with force
DOWN
1 Assent
2 Containing lime
3 Of the top
4 Bishop of Rome
5 Grassland
6 Think the world of
7 Jeopardy
8 One of the Baldwins
9 Not strict
10 Green-lights
11 No longer working
{abbr.)
12 Corp. honcho
13 “Rope-a-dope” boxer
21 Neet rival
22 South American
monkey
26 Close by

line coach Freddie Roach said.
“The confidence is a lot better.”
Another aspect of Saturday’s
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Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™
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Ole Miss linebacker Josh Clarke prepares for a play by Southern Illinois last Saturday. Ole Miss won the game 76-41.
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All major credit cards accepted.
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published.
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questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds section,
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PART-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA Hiring PartTime inside help and DELIVERY
DRIVERS. Apply in person or at
Careerspj.com
27 I could ___ horse!
28 Regretted
30 On ___ with: equal to
31 Winter Palace ruler
34 Prom partner
35 Night before
36 Christmas carol
37 Home of the Bruins
38 Ammo
39 Morse element
43 Polly, to Tom Sawyer
44 Articles
45 Deadlock
46 Bluish white metallic

element
50 Secular
51 Beethoven’s Third
52 Without pattern
54 First name in
cosmetics
55 Salsa singer Cruz
56 Later
59 Divide
60 Makes lace
61 Peer Gynt’s mother
62 Neither Rep. nor
Dem.
63 Not pos.

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE
TWIN MATTRESS/BOX SPRING
SET Top quality in new condition with
bed frame and bronze metal head
board $150 firm (662)801-9500

game that may provide relief
for the unit was its ability to get
turnovers against an Alabama
offense that is normally averse
to mistakes. The Rebels were
able to recover a fumble and
grab an interception, two plays
which gave the team both the
ball and a jolt of energy.
“I just (felt) excited,”
defensive tackle Benito Jones
said, regarding the effect of big
defensive plays.
Jones, who had two tackles
for loss against the Tide, will
likely be an integral cog in the
effort to turn around the Rebel
defense. The veteran noted that
much of the defense is young
and inexperienced.
“Let (the young players) focus
in on what they have to do,”
Jones said.
Jones went on to explain
what he felt the defensive unit
as a whole needed to do to
improve.
“We have to execute,” Jones
said. “It’s just small things.
(We need) to just key into our
assignments.”
Roach felt similarly
regarding the solution to the
team’s defensive woes thus far.

He echoed head coach Matt
Luke’s sentiment about how
vital the little things are to a
team’s success.
“We (need to) just lock in and
get better (and) hone in on little
things,” Roach said. “It’s okay
to make mistakes — they just
can’t be fatal mistakes.”
Though Saturday’s loss leaves
the team in a tough spot, all
that can be done is to move on
and look forward to the rest of
the season. The season is only a
quarter over, and SEC play has
just begun.
“We have nine more
opportunities,” Roach said. “It’s
week-in and week-out.”
The first of those nine
opportunities comes this
Saturday at home versus Kent
State. Playing a relatively
underpowered team before
diving back into conference
play will give the Ole Miss
defense a chance to regain
its feet, but the unit must
understand that it can’t rush its
improvement.
“You can’t go out there and
expect a perfect game,” Roach
explained. “It’s not going to
happen overnight.”

SUDOKU©

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

EASY

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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Ole Miss Women’s Golf posts lowest score on Tuesday
MACK GORDON

THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

The Ole Miss women’s golf
team traveled to Knoxville,
Tennessee, this week to
open its 2018-19 campaign
at the Mercedes-Benz
Intercollegiate. The Rebels
used a third-round 283(-1) to
vault from T11th to T9th on
the final day of the tourney.
The final round score of 283
was the third-lowest team
total in school history, and it
tied for the lowest team score
on the day.
“I’m really proud of how
they bounced back after
yesterday and tied the low
round of the day,” head
coach Kory Henkes told Ole
Miss Athletics, following the
Rebels’ final-round 283(-1).
Henkes began the season
with a lineup full of both
experience and young
talent. Two seniors and
three underclassmen made
up the Rebels’ opening
lineup. Seniors Kie Purdom
and Martina Flori brought
experience to the lineup, with
sophomores Conner Beth Ball
and Julia Johnson looking
to build off of impressive
freshman seasons. Freshman
Ellen Hutchinson-Kay found
herself in the lineup, making
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Julia Johnson surveys the ball in flight during the 2018 NCAA Women’s Golf Championship practice round in May.
her first career start for Ole
Miss.
The Rebels opened with
an opening-round 311(+27),
placing them at T14th after
the first round. Ole Miss
bounced back in round two,
finishing with a team total of
297(+13) to bring the Rebels’

two-day total to 608(+40).
After two rounds, the Rebels
found themselves in the
middle of the Mercedes-Benz
Intercollegiate leaderboard
at T11th, trailing Charlotte by
23 strokes. Ole Miss matched
Kent State with the lowest
team score in the final round,

with a team total of 283.
The impressive final round
brought the Rebels’ threeround total to 891(+39),
leading to a T9th finish in the
17-team field.
Johnson led the Rebels
with a three-round total

29583

of 219(+6), placing her
T12th in the 85-player field.
Hutchinson-Kay had a great
start to her career, finishing
with a three-round total
of 222(+9) that placed her
T23rd.
Ball finished the MercedesBenz Intercollegiate with a
three-day total of 225(+12),
including a final-round 72
that put her in T38th place.
Purdom finished strong with
a final round 69, bringing her
three-round total to 225(+12),
placing her at T38th. Flori
played in two rounds,
finishing with a two-round
total of 162(+20) to finish the
tournament T70th. She had
the only eagle for the Rebels
throughout the three rounds,
eagling the par-5 11th hole.
“The final round will give
us momentum we need as we
head to our next tournament
in Denver,” Henkes said.
That momentum will be
important, as the tournament
itself was not overwhelmingly
impressive for an Ole Miss
team expected to rank among
the top teams in collegiate
women’s golf this season.
Carrying the stellar form
of the concluding day of
play forward will result in
the Rebels fulfilling those
expectations.
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When criticizing McGriff, Longo shouldn’t be absolved
GRIFFIN NEAL

THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

Heading into last Saturday’s
contest with Alabama, the Ole
Miss football team boasted the
No. 8 offense in the country
and the No. 124 defense.
Coming off a victory over FCS
school Southern Illinois, in
which the Rebels scored 76
but allowed 41, the hottest
seat in Oxford was occupied by
defensive coordinator Wesley
McGriff — and rightfully so.
In McGriff’s first season
as coordinator, Ole Miss’
defense registered 115th of
129 teams, finishing dead last
in the SEC and giving up 460
yards a game. McGriff is a
talented recruiter, and there
is something to be said about
giving him time to succeed
with guys who fit his schemes.
But with NFL-caliber skill at
nearly every offensive position,
this team has no time to waste.
After two weeks, the modus
operandi was as follows: Score
first, and worry about defense
when necessary. Ultimately,
you have to score to win. And
Ole Miss did, scoring 123
points in its first two contests
against Texas Tech and SIU.
But the Alabama game
flipped this idea on its head.
The Crimson Tide hung 62
points on the Rebel defense
and held Jordan Ta’amu and
the much-acclaimed NWO to 7
points and 248 total yards.
Alabama’s defense, which
is arguably the stoutest unit
in the country, was the first
true test of the season for the
Rebel offense.
And the offense failed —
miserably.
Offensive coordinator Phil
Longo had his hands full with
the Tide’s attack. After the
initial 75-yard strike from
Ta’amu to D.K. Metcalf, the
offense was stymied and
hardly crossed into Alabama
territory for the remainder of
the game.
Longo’s offensive
philosophy, dubbed “Longo
Ball,” is a variation of the air
raid.
“Probably the biggest
difference (between the
air raid and his offense) is
that there is a very physical
downhill run component to
our offense,” Longo said in a
2016 interview.
But for all that’s been
made of Ole Miss’ offensive
success in Longo’s 15 games
as offensive coordinator, the
numbers tell a very different
story.
Against non-Power Five
and FCS schools, Longo and
Ole Miss are 4-0 and have
put up video game numbers
in the process. Against these
schools, the Rebel attack
averaged 54.5 points, 453
yards through the air and
nearly 600 yards per game.
However, against Power
Five conference schools, Ole
Miss isn’t half the offensive

Ole Miss quarterback Jordan Ta’amu hurls a pass during last Saturday’s game versus Alabama. Alabama won the game 62-7.
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juggernaut that it seems to
be when faced with lesser
opponents.
In these contests, Ole Miss
has a lackluster 4-7 record.
The offense averages only 27.8
points and 279 yards through
the air per game. Compared
to the rest of the SEC’s
records versus Power Five
opponents, Ole Miss’ scoring
offense would be seventh-best,
behind Missouri, Texas A&M,
Mississippi State, Auburn,

Georgia and Alabama.
Having an objectively
average offense in the SEC
might be tenable if it were
supplemented by a stout
defense. However, that’s not
the case in Oxford.
But Longo’s system
emphasizes downhill running,
so the offense must make up
for it on the ground, right?
Wrong.
In 2017, Ole Miss was 66th
in the FBS in yards per carry

and 103rd in yards per game.
A similar pattern has followed
in 2018, as the team currently
sits at 46th in yards per carry
and 79th in yards per game.
This all might be acceptable
if Ole Miss didn’t have an
embarrassment of riches at
wide receiver and a morethan-capable quarterback
throwing the ball to them.
But it does, which makes
the situation on offense
profoundly unacceptable.
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The issue with Longo’s
offense, so far, has been an
inability to adapt. In 2017, Ole
Miss lost six of nine second
halves versus Power Five
schools, notoriously blowing
leads against California,
Arkansas and Texas A&M.
Additionally, Longo Ball
moves fast. The air raid offense
emphasizes the no-huddle,
with quick strikes and no
consideration of the time and
score of the game.
In August, Will Gates of
the Red Cup Rebellion blog
penned an article examining
the speed of Longo’s
offense at certain junctures
throughout a game.
“To think that extending a
lead with more rapid scores
rather than slowing the game
down is a simple choice (that)
ignores the fact that defenses
can tighten up over the course
of a game,” Gates said.
Though scoring early and
often is the crux of Longo’s
philosophy, he’s shown that
modifying his scheme to
relinquish pressure on the
defense is not.
Longo and the Ole Miss
offense have, at times,
experienced prodigious
success. Watching Metcalf and
A.J. Brown dart across the
turf at Vaught-Hemingway for
60-70 yards on a regular basis
is intoxicating, and that can be
credited to Longo’s schemes.
But the idea that the offense
is deserving of unequivocal
exultation is a faulty one.
Cleaning up against FCS foes is
necessary; however, it’s all for
naught if it can’t be replicated
when the Saturday night lights
shine a little brighter.

